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tic conclusions, his overwhelming material collected in his 
"Agnostos Theos" shows that St. Paul was well familiar with the 
"formulae" of the Diatribe and masterfully forced these exter- 
nal forms of Hellenism into the service of Christian revelation. 
Also in regard to the "mystery religions," it will be admitted with 
the author that the doctrines of St. Paul are not influenced by 
them. But here again it is most probable that external forms 
were at times accepted by the Apostle as desirable conveyors of 
the New Gospel. His results with regard to Hebrews : "il parait 
etabli" that St. Paul is not the direct author of the Epistle, will 
hardly be contradicted. We also are in accord with the author if 
he states against the "Two-sources Theory" that it is difficult to 
see why St. Matthew and St. Luke differ so much from St. Mark 
if they made use of his work. — If the "Western Text" is charac- 
terized as "un texte, du N. T. defigure plus ou moins par I'incurie 
on la fantaisie des copistes" the conclusion is undoubtedly too pro- 
nounced. Kecent investigations (cf. Vogels) have shown that 
this "text defigure" is rather due to the influence of Tatian's 
Diatessaron (perhaps Dmpewie). 

New Testament students will feel exceedingly grateful to the 
author for this valuable guide through the vast and complicated 
field of recent N. T. studies. 

H. Schumacher. 



The Morality of the Strike, by Donald A. McLean, M.A., S.T.L. 
Preface by John A. Ryan, D.D., New York : P. J. Kenedy & 
Sons. Pp. x-l-196. 

This exceptionally meritorious volume is a clear-cut answer 
to the many grave question which now occupy the minds of the 
industrial and economic leaders not only in this country but 
elsewhere. It is a comprehensive and adequate treatment of the 
moral questions involved in the strike. The author gives us briefly 
the history of Labor from the earliest years to the present day, 
and goes beyond all other treatises on the subject: he discusses 
the moral issues so fundamentally involved. It is a monograph 
which does not enter into the larger and more doubtful economic 
and social issues involved in industrial disputes. To Catholics 
especially the book is of the greatest possible value, as it dis- 
cusses the ethical point in connection with the Strike — ^the great 
weapon of modern economic warfare. The author fully realizes 
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that the strike is not the ideal method of securing economic 
justice. 

There are weighty reasons for the appearance of this volume 
at the present time. The first is the general fact that a large 
proportion of employers and employees either ignore entirely or 
inadequately estimate the moral side of strikes. The second fact 
is the increasing popular conviction that strikes should be pro- 
hibited by law — a view which the recent decision of the Kansas 
Court brings into the foreground as bordering the important 
question of constitutional rights. A third reason is that Father 
McLean's volume discusses the subject of Strikes more 
thoroughly and more fundamentally than does any existing work 
in the English language, and evinces a greater knowledge and 
gives a better presentation of the pertinent economic conditions 
and relations than is to be found in any other English publication 
on the moral side of industrial disputes. The volume is divided 
into six chapters: I. History of the Origin and Development of 
the Strike Problem : II. The Morality of the Strike Intrinsically 
Considered: III. The Morality of the Strike in Its Relation to 
the End or Object Sought. IV. The Morality of the Strike in Its 
Relation to the Means Employed to Enforce the Demands : V. The 
Morality of: — I. The Sympathetic Strike; (a) Against the same 
Employer; (b) Against different Employers. 2. The General 
Strike; (a) The general sympathetic Strike; (b) Syndicalism; 
(c) The political Strike. Direct Action: VI. The Morality of 
State Action in Relation to Strike Prevention. 

In addition there are an excellent Bibliography (the most ex- 
tensive we have ever seen on this subject) and a copious Index. 
Students of industrial problems will find this work perfectly 
sound as regards its ethical conclusions; and we believe that it 
will safely endure the test of any competent analysis. 

B. 



The Social Mission of Charity. By William J. Kerby, Ph.D., 
LL.D. New York: The Macmillan Co. Pp. xviii-|-196. 

In his preface the author tells us that "the plans of the De- 
partment of Social Action of the National Catholic Welfare 
Council provide for a number of volumes relating to the practical 
aspects of charities" (p. xi) , of which this is the first. One other 
volume in their "Social Action Series" has appeared and others 



